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Published Monthly                              www.firstumcrochester.org          
April 2022                                                                                                       Donna Downes, Editor   
                                                                                                                         kdld@metrocast.net 

The Messenger 

Service schedules and locations:  
April 14th, Maunday Thursday, 7:00 PM in the Sanctuary. Together we 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper and reflect on Christ’s betrayal.  
 
April 15th,  Good Friday, 7:00 PM in the Sanctuary.  A traditional service 
of Tenebrae (“shadows”). We begin in the light and end in the darkness as 
we recall Christ’s death upon the cross.  
 
April 17th, Sunrise Service: 6:00 AM  (Stay tuned for the location!)   The 
simple celebration of the resurrection is offered outdoors and recalls the 
arrival of the women at the tomb very early in the morning and the discov-
ery that the tomb was empty.  
 
Easter Sunday Celebration at 9:30 AM in the Sanctuary.  A joyful gath-
ering in the light of the resurrection, complete with flowers, handbells, 
choir and brass.  
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PASTOR’S CORNER 
Dear Friends, 
 

Do you remember reading those “Choose Your Own Adventure” books from 
your childhood? Perhaps you have spent some time reading one to your children 
- or your grandchildren. When I reflect upon the Easter story as recounted in the 
Gospel of Mark, it sometimes feels like I’ve been offered a “choose your own 
adventure” story. According to the footnotes of the New Revised Standard Ver-
sion, some of the most ancient authorities have the resurrection account of Mark 
ending at verse 8, while other authorities take us a bit further - through verse 20. 
That is an extra 12 verses! Which ending would you prefer? 
 

Mark 16:8 leaves us with a somewhat strange finish “and they said nothing to 
anyone for they were afraid.” When I begin planning for Lent, I typically think 
of the Lenten season as a journey to the cross, but it can be appropriately identi-
fied as a journey to resurrection. In some ways, it can be easier to face the cross 
than to deal with the challenges posed by the resurrection. The realities of the 
cross are everywhere. It can be much harder to see evidence of the resurrection. 
And when we do see the evidence, the empty tombs and life restored, it might 
require something of us for which we are unprepared or even too afraid to deal 
with. 
 

I have been reading and praying with Shane Claiborne’s book Common Prayer: 
A Liturgy for Ordinary Radicals. Claiborne is the founder of Simple Way, a 
Christian community in inner-city Philadelphia. Several years ago I heard Shane 
speak about “resurrecting church,” and he challenged his audience to live into 
the Kingdom of God. In other words, to be the church we long to be a part of. 
Perhaps God’s invitation to us this Easter is not just to believe in the resurrec-
tion, but to live into a new life. What might it mean to live in a world where 
death no longer reigns? Where instead of seeing, and being weakened by death, 
we see, and are strengthened by the real presence of the living Christ? In Com-
mon Prayer I prayed these words:  

Lord, help me now to unclutter my life, to organize myself in the direc-
tion of simplicity. Lord, teach me to listen to my heart; teach me to wel-
come change, instead of fearing it. Lord, I give you these stirrings in-
side of me. I give you my discontent. I give you my restlessness. I give 
you my doubt. I give you my despair. I give you all the longings I hold 
inside. Help me to listen to these signs of change, of growth; help me to 
listen seriously and follow where they lead through the breathtaking 
empty space of an open door.  
 

Or “an open tomb.” May God grant us eyes to see grace, hope and love at work 
in our world, and the courage, creativity and strength to choose the adventure of 
responding in kind. 
 

Peace and love, 
 

Pastor Jeff 
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APRIL 
 If you do not see your birthday listed, or date is incorrect, 
please contact the church office to update your information.  
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GRADUATION ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Do you someone graduating from High School or College? We would love to 
include them in the June Messenger. 
 
Please forward a picture and bio, with the school they are graduating from and 
also if going on to higher education the school they will be attending.  
 
Please send information to Donna Downes at kdld@metrocast.net.  Thank you. 

 
 
70th Anniversary– In the month of March, Marian Veno celebrated being a 
member of First UMC for 70 years! 
 
We thank God for Marian’s commitment to her church and her many years 
of dedicated service.   Marian has served God and this church as a Sunday 
School Teacher, Vacation Bible School leader, member of the choir, Presi-
dent and member of the United Methodist Women, Sunday School Superin-
tendent and a member of the Organ Committee.  Please congratulate her and 
thank her when you see her.  
 
Patrick Combs has safely returned from serving in Kosovo.  
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In the spring of 1965, the First Methodist Church purchased the 
Western Auto Store for $59,000.  This building stood where the 
Whitford Building stands today.   
 
Plans for the renovation of the building were prepared by Hershey 
Associates of Durham, NH.  The building was insulated throughout, 
partitions and ceilings were installed and a new brick front was add-
ed.  When completed there were 9 classrooms, a library, a parlor, 
rest rooms, storage space and a large multi-purpose basement 
room that would serve as a meeting space for MYF.  With the ex-
ception of the brick front, the work was performed by members of 
the Church under the direction of Wendell Nickerson at a cost of 
about $12,000, which was about half of what it would have cost to 
have the work hired out.  
 
The work began in July and the building was opened for Sunday 
classes in December 1965.  The official dedication was held on Jan-
uary 16, 1966 with Bishop James Mathews, Boston Area Bishop 
and Rev. Donald McAninch, Southern District Superintendent at-
tending and presided over by Rev. Willard Sleamaker, Pastor, First 
Methodist Church.  Also attending were Royal H. Edgerly, Roches-
ter Mayor; Kenneth T. McEntire, Lay Leader; John Ware, Trustees 
President and Miss Hazel Corson, Church School Superintendent.  
 

 

In 1971 the mortgage was paid off using a legacy left to the Church 
by Don and Dorothy Coburn.  In 1972 the educational building was 
officially named the Coburn Educational Building in memory of Mr. & 
Mrs. Coburn in appreciation of their years of dedication to our 
Church.  
   

Kent Marzoli, Records and History 
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PREPARE FOR WORSHIP IN APRIL 

April 3, 2022 - The Fifth Sunday in Lent, Sacrament of Holy Communion 
Texts: Isaiah 43:16-21 and John 12:1-8 
Title: Recognizing a New Thing When We See It 
Theme: The extravagant, even scandalous gift Mary gives Jesus, anointing his 
feet with perfume and her own hair, makes us wonder if we will give so much 
of ourselves to God. Our Lenten journey beckons us to be changed completely 
from the past to a new thing God is doing. May we be free to give breathtaking 
gifts to others in Christ’s name. 
 

April 10, 2022 - Palm/Passion Sunday 
Texts: Philippians 2:5-11 and Luke 22:24-34 
Title: From Joy to Sorrow - and Back Again 
Theme: The king who is welcomed to Jerusalem with shouts of praise and 
adulation will die horribly on a cross just a few days later. Starting with Palm 
Sunday, and ending with Good Friday, it’s easy to view the events of Holy 
Week as a journey from triumph to tragedy. Instead, the opposite holds true. 
The triumph is in the tragedy itself, as Paul reminds us: Jesus “humbled him-
self and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. There-
fore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 
name” (Philippians 2:8-9 NRSV). Today, we begin this same journey with 
Jesus, knowing the best is yet to come. 
 

April 14, 2022 - Holy/Maundy Thursday, Sacrament of Holy Communion  
FUMC hosts First Church, Congregational UCC in our sanctuary at 7:00 PM 
Texts: Psalm 116 (Responsive - UMH 837) and John 13:1-17, 34 
Theme: Maundy is an old English word that comes from the Latin 
“Mandatum” or command. On this day we remember the Last Supper where 
Jesus washed the feet of his disciples and offered them a “New Command-
ment,” that his followers love one another. 
 

April 15, 2022 - Good Friday - Service in the sanctuary at 7:00 PM 
Texts: Psalm 22 and John 18:1-19:42 
Theme: On this day we are reminded of Christ’s great sacrifice for all of hu-
manity and the reality of his death. The somber and darkened setting provides a 
safe place to reflect on our own sinfulness and the times when we, too, have 
betrayed our Lord.  
 

April 17, 2022 - Easter Sunrise Service at 6:00 AM 
 

(cont. on pg. 4) 

Feed the Need 

To be disciples, living and teaching the Word of God 
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                                     In-Person Worship in the Sanctuary  
                         ONE SERVICE (FOR NOW) @ 9:30 AM SUNDAYS!                                          
Please Note: We understand that, for some, these modified but continued restrictions 
seem unnecessary while, for others, they do not address concerns enough. We are not 
all of one mind on these subjects. We are asking for your patience and understanding, 
if not agreement, as we work through the many issues related to fully and safely reo-
pening as we juggle local, state, national, and denominational requirements and rec-
ommendations. Thank you. 

· Please enter the building via the Welcome Center. All exits are 
available for use at the end of the service. Sanitizing hands upon 
entry is recommended. 

· Effective March 2, 2022- Masks are optional for all attending.  

· We will continue with our cleaning protocols and social distancing 
in consideration for those who may still be unvaccinated or im-
munocompromised.  

· Restrooms are available, but should be limited to one occupant/
family at a time. Please wash/sanitize hands when finished. 

 
PREPARE FOR WORSHIP IN APRIL (cont. from pg. 3) 

April 17, 2022 - Easter Sunday 
Texts: Acts 10:34-42 and John 20:1-18 
Title: Witnesses to an Amazing Story 
Theme: On Easter we are reminded that we are witnesses to an amazing sto-
ry—a story of grace and hope, a story of Christ conquering death. This story 
moves us from a place of darkness and uncertainty to one of hope, joy, and 
celebration. May we hear the Easter story in a new way in order to share the 
risen Christ with the world. 
 

April 24, 2022 - Second Sunday of Easter 
Texts: Revelation 1:4-8 and John 20:19-31 
Title: Doubt is a Part of Faith 
Theme: We need to look at the role doubt plays in the life of faith. When 

doubting Thomas finds himself face-to-face with the risen Christ, he says, “My 

Lord and my God” (John 20:28 NRSV). Apathy is the opposite of faith, not 

doubt. Doubt is an opportunity to dive deeper into our faith, and find our faith 

strengthened through the struggle. 
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TWO key leadership positions need to be filled! 

1. Chairperson for the Staff/Pastor-Parish                      
Relations Committee 

SPPRC is essentially the human resources committee of the church 
and is responsible for securing and evaluating the Pastor and paid 
staff.  

The chairperson coordinates and leads the committee’s meetings and 
reports to the Administrative Council.  

Due to the nature of the work, this committee is intentional about con-
fidentiality with regard to personal matters.  

2. Chairperson of the Altar Guild 

The Chair may be held by a team or individual.  

The primary responsibility is to remind the Guild members when it is 
their month to handle altar flowers.  Beyond that, coordination of hol-
iday flowers, decorations and other seasonal worship visuals also fall 
under the bailiwick of the Chair or Chairs.  

The Chair is a member of the worship committee, meeting monthly 
with that group for liturgical season planning– particularly related to 
visuals. 

Members and Substitutes for the Counting Committee  
The Counting Committee is responsible for counting the offering and 
filing the appropriate reports immediately following worship on Sun-
day mornings or at another arranged time. Confidentiality is required. 
On any given Sunday, we need 6 individuals to make the job go 
smoothly - many hands make for lighter work.  Can you help us on a 
regular basis or fill in on short notice?  
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April Updates:  
Lois Coate: Please remove phone number 603-833-6851.  
 
Directory Updates:  If you have any updates or corrections for 
the new directory, please contact Donna Downes at 
kdld@metrocast.net or notify the church office.   Thank You.  

SOUPED UP  SUNDAYS                                                    
4TH  SUNDAY OF THE MONTH      

FAVORITE SOUPS AND CASSEROLE DISHES!                  

TAKE OUT ONLY, UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

APRIL 24,  MAY 29 

We have raised $192 towards mission outreach 
because of your generosity.  

Thank you to all who participated!  

Monthly birthday celebrations resume 
on Sunday, April 3rd. We are looking 

for your group, committee or any person 
to sign up to host this monthly event.  

NOW Committee meets on the third Sunday of the month, 
after church.  All are always welcome. We would love to have 
you come join us.                        Pat Hewitt– Chairperson 

 

5 

PREPARE TO WELCOME                                                                      
REV. HO-SOON HAN TO FUMC  
 

On behalf of the Staff Pastor Parish Rela-
tions Committee (SPPRC), it has been  an-
nounced that The Rev. Ho Soon Han has 
been appointed by Bishop Devadhar to be 
the next Pastor of First UMC effective July 
1st.  

 
Rev. Han will come to us from Church on the Cape, Cape Por-
poise, Maine. She has also served churches in Massachusetts and 
Connecticut.  
 
Rev. Han is a graduate of Boston University School of Theology 
and was ordained in 1998. Please keep Ho-Soon and the Church 
on the Cape in your thoughts and prayers during this time of tran-
sition. 
 

In carrying on our new tradition, we en-
courage you to purchase your own Easter 
plants from wherever you would like to 
purchase them and in whatever size you 
want them to be. 
 
Please drop them off at the church Welcome Center on SAT-
URDAY, April 16th between 9-11AM.  We will receive them, 
label them with your name and arrange them in the sanctuary. 
 
If you would like to have dedication “in honor of or in memory 
of”, please submit that information to the church office no later 
than noon on Monday, April 11th.  Thank you.  
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LITURGISTS - SIGN UP TO HELP TODAY 
 
Liturgists, also known as Lay Readers, have been an important part of our 
worship services for years. Unfortunately, the pandemic and subsequent 
lockdown, along with the long-term uncertainty people have experienced 
as a result, has wreaked havoc on our volunteers list. Thankfully, our Lit-
urgist Coordinator, Janice Wolforth, has created a sign-up sheet for the 
Welcome Center which will take us into the fall, and there are many 
openings available. Will you help us? Traditionally, the liturgist leads the 
Call to Worship, announces the opening hymn, leads the Prayer of Con-
fession and Assurance of Pardon and reads the first scripture lesson. You 
may prefer to just read the scripture - it is all up to you, and we are happy 
to provide training by appointment if desired. If you have any questions, 
please speak to Janice, Pastor Bob, or Pastor Jeff.  

CHURCH LIBRARY and MEDIA CENTER 
 
Please note that Lent and Easter themed books 
for both adults and children are out and availa-
ble for borrowing in the Library.  
Check out a book or two today!  
 

For more information please contact Marianne Gustafson.  

Thank you to: 
 Sally Dyer for taking the time to clean up all the trash from around the church 

property! It looks wonderful!  
 For all those that help around the church in their quiet unassuming ways.  
 Vassant Dass for providing during worship service, the “Birds of Paradise” flow-

ers,  in memory of his dear wife Eileen.  
 Michael and Sarah Maurice for sharing their wedding flowers for the sanctuary! 
 Dawn Nester for providing office coverage while Roseann was out. 
 Janice Wolforth for creating a new Liturgist sign-up sheet for the Welcome Cen-

ter.  We support the involvement of laity I assisting with the leadership of wor-
ship.  

 Gib Hearn and the Audit Committee members for completing this year's annual 
audit! Well done!         
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Marge’s Cinnamon Raisin Bars– 1988 
(from the kitchen of Marlene Guay)  

 
1/2 cup butter or oleo                                  1/2 tsp of baking soda 
1 cup brown sugar                                         1/2 tsp of salt 
1 1/2 cups sifted all purpose flour                1 1/2 cups Quick Cooking 
rolled oats  
 
Preheat oven to 350°. 
 
Crème butter and sugar, sift together dry ingredients; stir into creamed 
mixture.  Add rolled oats and 1 Tbsp. of water.  Mix until crumbly.  Firmly 
pat half mixture into greased 13 x 9 x 2” baking pan.  Spread with raisin 
filling.* Mix remaining crumbs with 1 Tbsp. of water; spoon over filling and 
pat smooth.  
 
Bake about 35 minutes, cook and then drizzle with Cinnamon icing. 
 
Raisin Filling: Combine 1/2 cup sugar and 1 Tbsp. of cornstarch in a sauce 
pan.  Stir in 1 cup of water and 2 cups of raisins.  Cook over medium heat 
till thick and bubbly.  Allow to cool.  
 
Cinnamon Icing: Combine 1 cup of confectioners sugar, 1/4 tsp of cinna-
mon. Stir in enough milk for drizzling consistency.  
 
 

 
Maple Sausage Breakfast Sliders– 2000 

(from the kitchen of Marlene Guay)  
 

12 Maple sausage patties, fully cooked      Salt and Pepper 
12 Slider Rolls                                            1/4 cup butter, melted 
6-8 slices Cheddar Cheese                          1/4 cup Maple Syrup 
12 Scrambled Eggs, cooked 
 
Preheat oven to 350° 
 
Spray the bottom of a 13” x 9” x 2” baking pan.  Line the bottom of pan 
with slider bun bottoms.  Top with cheese and sausage patties, top with 
scrambled eggs.  Put the tops of the slider buns on.  
 
Mix together melted butter and maple syrup.  Pour over the tops of the 
buns and bake for 10 minutes. Remove from oven.  Cover and let stand 10-
15 minutes.   
 
Put back in the oven, bake for 15-20 min.  Uncover and bake another 3-5 
minutes more.  Serve Warm.  
 
Great for breakfast of brunch for a crowd, feeds 12.  Enjoy! 
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Do you have a favorite recipe you would love to share?   
 
We would you like to include your favorite recipe in an upcoming publication of the Messenger.  
 
We are looking for recipes of appetizers, main dish, side dish, or dessert, or maybe even a favorite 
beverage you have.   
 
Please send your favorite recipes to Donna Downes at kdld@metrocast.net or Roseann Benoit at 
Office@firstumcrochester.org. 

TURKEY MEAT LOAF 
(from the kitchen of roseann benoit)  

 
1 pk (1 lb) of ground turkey               1/2 cup cook sausage, diced 
1 egg                 garlic to taste   
1/2 cup onion, diced                                chopped walnuts (optional) 
1/2 cup carrots, diced                                       1 jar of turkey gravy                                 
1/2 cup celery, diced                                          1 pk savory stovetop stuffing mix 
 
Preheat oven to 375°. (Bake time 40-50 minutes)  
 
Sautee: onion, carrots, celery, cooked sausage, walnuts and garlic in 2 table-
spoons of gravy; Set aside to cool.  
 
Mix together: ground turkey, 1/2 of stuffing mix, 1 egg, 2 tabs milk, salt, pep-
per, sage, thyme (to taste).  
 
Combine: sauteed vegetables and meat mixture together; top with a little gra-
vy. Put in a greased loaf pan, cover with foil, bake for 40 minutes;   Uncover 
and cook 10 minutes longer. 

FUMC CASSEROLE COMMITTEE  

You may have just come home from the hospital or 
are at home and ill, or are unable to prepare meals 
while you are recovering, we can help! 

Anyone who is in need of meals, please contact Diane Marzoli  332-1766 or 
Dottie Bickford-Longo  664-5552, or contact the office for assistance. Please 
let us know of any dietary restrictions.  We always bring enough for the 
whole family.  
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 A Celebration of Life for Gloria Stiles will be held on       
Sunday, June 12, at 11:30 .   

 
Gloria was an active member of our congregation and 
very involved with Sip N Share.  
 
Please contact Anni or Charlie DeVito for more infor-
mation.  

 
 
 
 

  The Unlucky Lottery 
       Who done it?   

This murder mystery event celebrates it’s 31st  year! 
 

Saturday, April 9, 6:30 pm 
 

Desserts and beverages will be served.  
 

Tickets on sale after church or in the church office.  

 

 
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 23RD, 8AM– 1PM 
RAIN DATE, SATURDAY APRIL 30TH, 

(same time)  
 
The Trustees are hosting this annual event.    
 
       Many hands make light work.   
 

There will be raking, mulching, gardening and painting to 
do.  

 
Please bring your yard tools, painting supplies, etc.                  

Wheelbarrows especially needed..  
 

For more information contact Charlie DeVito (Trustees) or Dan 
Saucier, Jr (painting). 
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SPRING 
FAIR 

       Saturday May 7 from 8-2 pm 

Yard sale, bake sale,  plus popcorn, hot dogs and hamburgers 

Are you doing Spring Cleaning? Consider donating your items in good usable condition.  
Please sort and clean donations before bringing them in.   

Acceptable donations: 

 Attic Treasures: clean and in good usable condition.  No old computers or TV’s (flat 
screen only).  

 Yard sale: furniture such as tables, bureaus, desks, etc. (all leftover furniture must be 
removed by the donor). Thank you.   

 Books: Hard cover or paper back in gently used condition, no magazines or encyclopedi-
as). Bring your book donations early!! 

 Garden Gallery: House plants, perennials, plant pots, vases, watering cans and other 
gardening essentials.  Please label the name of your plants.  

 Gift Room: Small craft gifts are accepted.  Think of upcoming Mother’s Day, Gradua-
tions and Father’s Day.  

 Jewelry Room: all women’s, men’s and children’s jewelry and jewelry boxes.  Small gift 
boxes for jewelry would be appreciated.   

 Toys: should be clean, not broken or missing parts. Stuffed animals should be clean and 
not musty/smoke smelling or torn.  

 Games & Puzzles: should be in the box with no pieces missing.  

 Movies and Music: CD’s and DVD’s. especially for children!  Any players should be in 
working condition.  

 Baked Goods, Cookies and Pies: Please mark all baked goods and have individually 
wrapped, unless selling as a whole unit.  Please indicate of items are gluten free, sugar free 
or contain nuts (and type of nuts).  

DONATIONS ACCEPTED MON-THURS FROM 9AM-12 NOON AND 5PM-7PM.  NO 
ITEMS ACCEPTED AFTER THURSDAY….NO EXCEPTIONS!!!! 

FOOD DONATIONS ARE TO BE BROUGHT IN ONLY ON FRIDAY.  

Please, if you are able  to donate your time throughout the week to sort, display and price items, it will 
be greatly appreciated.  Many hands make light work!  For more information please contact me at 603-
350-0674 or pugles4@yahoo.com..                                                    Thank you, Pat Hewitt  

Thank you, Pat Hewitt 
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Concerns- Specified and Recent                                

Amy B (experiencing many personal difficulties); Shirley 

Sanborn; Elaine Casler (at Birch Healthcare for Rehab): Dan 

Lombardi (Covid-19); Jennifer Carter (very sick with blood 

issue); Renewed prayers for Dorothy Tandy (Milton Smith’s 

mother); Doug (finding residence in a Senior Retirement Com-

munity); Kristin Simoneau (overwhelming health challenges); 

Cheryl– complications after a hip replacement; Ken Downes 

(continued healing); Marlene Guay (continued healing at 

home); Larry Edgerly (continued healing); Gary Leughmyer 

(continued healing), Artie Jones (healing from surgery on 

3/16), Barb Marzoli (mass on ovary, surgery 3/28); Warren 

Cummings (healing following a serious fall); Warren’s daugh-

ter Lois (colonoscopy after a positive test); Safe travels 

for Kent and Diane Marzoli; Cindy Edgerly (pacemaker issues); 

Nina Sauva (recovering from reverse shoulder surgery); Kellie

(friend of Terri Whitten); Larry (Kellie is caregiver for 

him); Emma McQueen, dealing with major depression (Karen and 

Ken Manning's niece); Kathy Towne (diabeters and sickness); 

Diane Woodhill, Ann Moynihan, Kelly Hearn (healing after knee 

replacement); Pastor Kenneth Kerr from Washington State 

(hospitalized), Jennifer Carter (healing): FUMC and the Cape 

Porpoise churches and the Pastors and their families with 

their upcoming transitions                                                                 

Home from the Hospital-                                   

Carolyn Chase– hit by a car in FL (Don Brown’s sister); Laura 

Buglisi (Pat Hewitt’s mother); Karen Clarke (recovering from 

a kidney blockage); Larry Edgerly; Janet Berube; Elaine Cas-

ler  

Battling Cancer                                           

Marian Lampron’s granddaughter Courtney;  Charles Wachter; 

Donna (co-worker of Kevin Lindsay); Deb Storrs; Heidi Tur-

cotte; Don St. Cyr; Dee-Dee (Diane Jones sister-in-law); Jen-

nifer Philips (stage 4 lung cancer); Nicholas; Jackie Saucier 

(stage 4 lung cancer) ; Ron (stage 4 rectal cancer); Jim Ca-

dogan (stage 4 bone and lung cancer); Artie Jones; Theresa 

Hervey 

Homebound, Nursing Home, Rehab, Palliative Care, Hospice Bill 

and Gloria Hartford; Barbara Taylor; Helen Marison; Kitty 

Jenness; Warren and Edna Carr; Stan and Susan Lapham; Chap-

lain Kenneth E. Dearstyne St.; Dennis Esposito (in memory 

care facility); Lynn Renard (Rochester Manor)       

Those Deployed                                                                       

Jeremy Hewitt (Middle East) 
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 In Our Thoughts and Prayers                                
Bold indicates new addition to prayer lists                            

Please note: We have deleted a number of names on the prayer list 

to keep the list current. If we deleted something that you would 

prefer to be left on the list, please send Pastor Jeff a Message.  

We are glad to make the adjustment.    

Concerns– General– Unnamed                             
FUMC, People unemployed, homeless, hungry, dealing with finan-

cial concerns; those with chronic pain; Those struggling with 

Lyme Disease; Those struggling with substance use and mental 

health issues and their families; All dealing with COVID-19 

(those ill, those caring, those researching, those furloughed, 

those isolated from loved ones, those afraid, those in vulner-

able communities, those dying); Soldiers separated from loved 

ones; Our Sisters and brothers from the black community who 

are repeatedly victims of overt and subtle individual/

institutionalized racism; Peace in our land; Protection for 

all first responders and medical/health professionals; Safe 

keeping of our solders and sailors; An end to crisis in 

Ukraine; Prayers for refugees from Ukraine                                     

Concerns– Named- Ongoing                                    

Elaine Menard; Robin Stevens (serious health conditions); Ted 

(health concerns); Marie (strength as a caregiver); Margaret 

Combs (direction for life); Marianne Gustafson (eyesight is-

sues); Lynn Renard (is at the Rochester Manor, please send 

mail to her home address); Patty (dementia/ Diane Jones sis-

ter); Robert Carrol (hospice care); Matt (dealing with working 

the steps/ addiction); Larry (diagnosed with Alzheimer’s); 

Tammy Johnson (serious lung condition); Janie Snyder (health 

concerns); Archie (baby born with Spina Bifida); Britny Fox’s 

sister (dying with a blood infections); Debbie Lotter and her 

mom; Debbie Lotter’s brother (having tests); Dan (hospice 

care);  Stan and Susan Lapham; Liz (mental health issues, 

prayer for guidance); Megan (Teri Whitten’s daughter (prayers 

for mental health and substance abusive behavior issues) 

Prayers and Condolences to those who have passed:                            

Please pray for the Family and Friends of:                     

Robert Kelly; Hunter Cordaro; Steven Frost; Harriet Molinar, 

Amy Leland Davis, Ralph Russell  

Prayers For The Ministry We Support                          

We Support Dr. Belinda Forbes & Family 
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FutureGen! 

Forgiveness 
And forgive us our debts,                                                    

as we also have forgiven our 
debtors. 

Matthew 6:12 
 

This month our theme is Forgiveness.  As children of God, we 
are called to forgive others just as God forgives us.  We will help 
the children understand this concept by exploring Bible stories in 
Genesis, Luke, and Matthew.  We will learn about repentance as 
well as how and when to ask for forgiveness.  We will also talk 
about what it means to forgive others and how it can even help 
us to forgive others.  Most importantly, we’ll learn about the role 
forgiveness plays in our relationship with God and the people in 
our lives. 

Teachers This Month 

April 3 – Communion Sunday 
April 10 – Michelle Pyrich 
April 17 – Easter Sunday (No Sunday School) 
April 24 – Kaitlin Lindsay 

 

***PALM SUNDAY*** 
Calling all kids!!!  Please come help us pass out Palms during the ser-
vice on Palm Sunday (April 10)!  Children of all ages are invited to par-
ticipate in this special tradition to remember welcoming Jesus into Je-
rusalem. 

Senior High Teachers 

    Date                                          Topic                                    Teachers 

April 3                   Communion Sunday, Worship together 

April 10                 SECOND COMING                                     Kristen/ John 

April 17                 Easter Sunday, Worship together      

April 24                 TEST                                                           Dan/ John 
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The Walk to Emmaus is a spiritual renewal weekend that focuses 
on God, Jesus and the Holy Sprit, helping participants to renew 
their connection with Christ and consider Christ’s model of serv-
anthood.  
 
While this is not an actual physical walk, it is a journey of fellow-
ship, fun and renewal. The walk structure is designed to make 
Christ known in the world and equip the participants with the 
tools and resources they need to keep the freshness and enthusi-
asm received on the weekend.  
 

Men’s Walk Dates: Thursday, May 12– Sunday, May 15 
Women’s Walk Dates: Thursday, May 19– Sunday, May 22 

 
If you are interested in attending a walk, or wish to sponsor some-
one for the upcoming walks, please contact either Kelly Hearn, 
Donna Downes, or Pastor Jeff.  

Please send Prayer Requests to Pastor Jeff  at jjhrev@gmail.com by 
11 AM  on Wednesdays for inclusion in the Weekly Prayer List and to 
have a prayer request shared during online worship (services are rec-
orded on Sunday morning.).  The prayer list book is now available dur-
ing worship service.   
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We are still searching for Worship Assistants, Ushers, 
Greeters or liturgists.  
 
If you are interested, or just would like more information 
please contact : 
 

Ushers– Marianne Gustafson  at jjimgus@gmail.com or 603-
534-3513. 
 
Greeters– Diane Marzoli at mrz167mrvn@myfairpoint.net or 
603-332-1766. 
 
Liturgists– Janice Wolforth at 603-332-4312. 
 (Please note, a calendar is now located in the Welcome Center 
for sign-up for this).  

 
You can find a  schedule online at: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B4A822A5FE3-
fumc2  

As you may know, our nursery has been fully 
operational since May. On a typical Sunday, we 
have 1-4 children in attendance.  
 
We have several dedicated volunteers, but due to 
a scheduling conflicts and life changes, we are 

looking to add a few more volunteers to our roster. You do not need 
any special experience for this job, just a desire to make a safe and nur-
turing environment for our youngest members.  
 
 The time commitment is approximately 9:15-11:15 during 
Sunday morning worship, once per month.  
 
 We use Sign Up Genius to make scheduling and reminders 
quick and easy!  
 
 For more information in becoming a nursery volunteer or if 
you have any questions, please email our Nursery Coordinator, Patrice 
Hunt, at patricehunt72@gmail.com. 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B4FA4A822A5FE3-fumc2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B4FA4A822A5FE3-fumc2
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SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

  
 
 
 
 
 

   1 
 

APRIL FOOLS 
DAY 

 
 
 
 
 

2 
 

3 
COMMUNION 

SUNDAY 
 

9:30 am Worship 
 
2pm– MYF 
Italian Night 
Rehearsal 

4 
 
 
 
 
6 pm  Project Linus 
 
 
7pm Finance 

5 
 
 
 
 
6pm Witherell 
Bells 
 
7pm Boy Scouts 

6 
9am Project Linus 
 
6pm Cub Scouts 
PACK 184 
 
6:30 pm– Lenten 
Study–  via Zoom  
The Lord’s Prayer –
Hamilton 

7 
      
 
6:30 pm Seacoast 
Carvers (Hans 
Walter)  
 
6:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
5pm Weeman 
Wedding Rehearsal 
 
 
 
 

9 
11-6 Italian Night 
Rehearsal and Set-
up 
 
3:30 pm Weeman 
Weeding 
 
6:30 Italian Night 

10 

PALM  
SUNDAY 

 
9:30 am Worship 

11 
 
 
 

 
6 pm  Project Linus 
 
6:30pm Worship 
Committee 

12 
 
 
 

 
6 pm Witherell 
Bells 
 
7pm Boy Scouts 
 

13 
 
9 am Linus 
 
6 pm Cub Scouts 
PACK 184 Meeting 
HH 
 
6:30 pm– Lenten 
Study–  via Zoom  
The Lord’s Prayer –
Hamilton 

14 

MAUNDY 
THURSDAY 
 
 
7 PM  Service at 
FUMC 

15 

GOOD 
FRIDAY 

Church office 
closed 

 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 
 
7PM Service at 
FUMC 

16 
 
10am Lindsay 
family event 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 

EASTER 
 

6:00 Sunrise 
Service– 

location TBD 
 

9:30 am 
Worship 
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6 pm  Project Linus 
 
7 pm Admin. 
Council 

19 
 
 
 
 
6 pm Witherell 
Bells 
7pm Trustees 
 
7 pm– Boy Scouts 
 
 

20 
9 am Project Linus 
 
 
6 pm– Pack 184 
Cub Scouts 

 
6:30 pm– Lenten 
Study–  via Zoom  
The Lord’s Prayer –
Hamilton 

21 
 
6:30 pm Seacoast 
Carvers (Hans 
Walter) 
 
6:30pm Pack 184 
Committee 
Meeting 
 
 
6:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
 

 

24 
9:30 am Worship  
 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
 
6 pm  Linus 
 
6:30 pm SPPRC 
 
 

26 
 
 
 
 
6 pm Witherell  
Bells 
 
 

27 
9 am Project Linus 
 
 
 
6 pm– Cub Scouts 
 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

29 30 

April 
 Greeters                   
 
3-    Eileen Foss     
10-  Sharon and Dick Parker                                  
17– Pat Hewitt                                                          
24– Kent and Diane Marzoli                           
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The Road to the Resurrection                                                 
( by Donna Downes) 

 
We all travel the road of faith at different times in our lives and at different speeds.  

For some, there has not been a time in their life that they have not known about 

Jesus and the love of God.  For others, it may have a been a childhood friend that 

brought you to Vacation Bible School, or Sunday School.  You may have learned 

about Jesus seeing a Nativity Creche during the Holy Season, hearing Christmas 

Carols, and for some you are just starting your faith journey.    

  

For Jesus, his journey began when he was conceived in Mary’s womb.  He came 

to earth, through the form of a baby, fully God and fully man.  He was visited by 

nobility, the shepherds, and the angels sang of his birth.  We know little about his 

childhood, only that which is written in scripture.  He was brought to the temple 

for the ceremonial redemption of the firstborn (Luke 2: 22) as required by the law 

of Moses, and then when the family went to the Jerusalem to celebrate the Passo-

ver (Luke 2: 41-52), where Jesus (age 12) stayed behind to listen to the teachings 

of the elders. The family was a little disconcerted to find he was not among them 

as they traveled home. As he grew, according to Jewish tradition, when he was the 

appropriate age, he would have learned his father’s trade as a carpenter. As an 

adult, he followed his birth calling, to become teacher, Rabbi.   He went to his 

cousin John to be baptized (Matthew 3: 13-17) and began his travels and teachings 

around the countryside. He made many a friend and foe along the way.   

 

So, we come to Jerusalem, his triumphal entry into the city.  He has arrived to 

celebrate the Passover with his friends.  Passover, to the Jewish people, in the Ho-

ly City or in their own homes, was a big event.  In entering the city, he knows 

there are people in the city that want to do him harm, the disciples have warned 

him beforehand. Yet, he still secures a donkey, arrives at the gates, and proceeds 

into the city. He is greeted with loud Hosanna’s! He rides into the city, as palms 

are laid before him in homage to the king. Then the week begins.  

 

The Passover (Pesach)  is a celebration lasting eight days. It signifies the Exo-

dus of the Israelites from Egypt (Exodus 12: 31-33).  It is a tradition celebrated 

the people of the Jewish faith. It starts at sundown, on the first day, to signify 
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The Road to the Resurrection  (cont. from pg 11) 

the angel of death passing over the houses of the Israelites, those that placed 

lambs’ blood over the doorsill and their eventual leaving of Egypt.  During this 

meal, as Jesus celebrates it with his disciples, he starts by washing their feet. 

He is teaching them the importance of servanthood. He shares the Seder meal 

with them, traditionally  the meal includes four cups of wine, eating the matzah 

(unleavened bread) and bitter herbs (maror) and retelling the story of the Exo-

dus. Using the traditional elements of the meal, something they would be famil-

iar with, Jesus took the bread and the cup, gave thanks, and told them to re-

member him each time they did this. (Mark 14: 22-25).  

 

As Christians, our celebrations start on Palm Sunday, at the beginning of Holy 

Week.  It begins with loud Hosanna’s , shouts of joy and  ends with an empty 

tomb and the resurrection on Easter morning.  The week does not just go from 

the happy Hosannas of Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday, but there are days be-

tween where the Passion of our Lord is deeply experienced. You cannot experi-

ence the joy of Easter Sunday without experiencing the events of the week that 

lead to the resurrection. There is the triumphal ride into Jerusalem, Jesus visits 

the Temple, heals a Samaritan, celebrates the seder meal. He experiences hu-

man emotions, anger as he overturns the tables in the  house of his Father, joy 

at celebrating the Passover, sadness as he weeps and prays in the Garden of 

Gethsemane, betrayal by a friend as he is arrested, goes before Pilate and Her-

od.  He is found guilty, scorned, and carries a cross to Golgotha to be crucified 

between two criminals, and yet forgives one as he hangs there taking his last 

breath. This week has many emotional experiences, this is the Passion of our 

Lord! 

 

So, as you walk through Holy Week, stop, and pause and remember where 

Jesus would have been on his journey that week.  Remember, Jesus came for 

us, to save our sins, and that we as Christians are called to go into the world 

and the share that good news.   

 

HAPPY EASTER!!! 
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ROCHESTER FELLOWSHIP KITCHEN 

We are looking for donations of bottled water to 
give out with the meals.   

United Methodist Economic Mission– Salem Maine 
For you have been a stronghold for the poor, a stronghold for the 

needy in distress, a shelter from the storm….Isaiah 24:4 
 

A mission team, lead by Marilyn Ives, is returning to the Economic 
Ministry facility to help with their needs from Sunday, May 15th to 
Sunday, the 22nd.  
 
Whether it is putting up a cross in the ourdoor chapel, a new roof on a 
bunkhouse, planting a garden for sustenance for the community or sort-

ing though the donations to be distrib-
uted,  your help is needed.  
 
If you are interested in participation 
on this mission trip, please contact 
Cindy Edgerly for more information.  
If you are unable to participate, dona-
tions are accepted to sponsor someone 
that is going, or towards the mission 
trip.  (Picture shown was last years 
mission trip participants. ) 

The UMW scholarship applications are now available.  Scholarships 
are awarded to graduating seniors that have been active participants 
in the church and are members.  To obtain an application, please  
contact Roseann in the church office at 603-948-1633 or email at 
office@firstumcrochester.org.  
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 5th Annual                                                                                                                       
Rochester Community Photography Show 

 
Without an Annual Community Photography Show in 2021 we are excited 
to announce the 5th Annual Community Photography Show at Rochester 
First United Methodist Church!  As a special treat at this year’s Reception 
and Awards Night the guest presenter will be John Gisis, FAA licensed 
drone photographer. 
 
If you haven’t already snapped some great photos you still have time.  
Photos can be entered April 19th—22nd mornings 9:00-1:00 and evenings 
6:00-7:30 in the Welcome Center.   
 
The Reception and Awards Night will be held in the evening on Friday, 
May 13 at 7:00.  The photos will be on display in Hurd Hall until June 11.   
 
Up to 3 photos may be submitted by each photographer. Categories are 

People, Scenic, Animals, Photos by children under 12, Photos by youth 13

-18 and Miscellaneous.   

Registration forms and instructions are available at the church Welcome 

Center. For more info call Cindy at 603-534-8346.  

Thank you for the generosity of UMW and 
others.  There is now yarn and batting, as 
well as backing for the quilts; also, plenty of 
fleece.   

 
To date, 200 blankets have been finished. 
The next dedication will be on Mother’s 
Day, May 8th.  

 
We gather on Mondays nights from 6-8 and Wednesday mornings 
from 9-11,  weather permitting.  All are welcome to come, no experi-
ence is necessary.  There is always something for everyone to do to 
help bring comfort to children through a blanket.  
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        UKRAINE ASSISTANCE VIA 
UMCOR  

United Methodists and others wishing to provide humanitari-
an assistance to the Ukrainian people in the wake of the Rus-
sian invasion may contribute to Advance #982450, UMCOR 
International Disaster Response and Recovery. This fund will 
provide direct assistance to those in Ukraine as well as assis-
tance to Ukrainians fleeing to neighboring countries. Gifts 
may be made in the following ways:: 

*A check to “FUMC” with “UMCOR Ukraine Advance 982450” 

in the memo 

*Online at https://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450 

*By toll-free telephone: 888-252-6174 

*By check made out to Global Ministries/UMCOR with 
“Advance #982450-Ukraine” written on the memo line, 
either mailed and addressed to: 

Global Ministries/UMCOR GPO                                                   
P.O. Box 9068, New York, NY, 10087-9068  

One hundred percent of all Advance contributions go to the 
designated cause. 
 
The United Methodist community in Ukraine, though quite 
small, is actively engaged in assisting neighbors in need. 
Global Ministries is in touch with the church’s leadership as 
well as with church leaders in countries welcoming those 
who are fleeing from violence in Ukraine. 
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Dr. Belinda Forbes 
Global Missionary General Board of Global Ministries 

 The United Methodist Church  
From the United States Serving in Nicaragua 

Advance #12109z 
 

Dear Supporting Churches and 

Friends of Mission in Nicaragua 
 
Greetings to you and my ongoing prayers for your health and wellbeing. 
 
Today I want to introduce you to my new placement for missionary service! 
 
But first, what has changed and what has not changed...  
 
Please know that there has been no change with my missionary sta-
tus during this transition. I am still a Global Missionary of the United Meth-
odist Church, commissioned and employed by the General Board of Global 
Ministries (GBGM or Global Ministries), the mission agency of our denomi-
nation. Also, please know that your support to my missionary Advance 
#12109Z has and continues to sustain me in that position. I am deeply grate-
ful, and I hope we will continue this mission journey together. 
 
What has changed is my placement or where I am serving. The transition at 
the end of 2021 was a time for discernment and exploration of options for a 
new placement. Missionaries of the United Methodist Church are placed 
in response to an invitation from a mission partner. The Missionary Services 
area of Global Ministries worked to match me with an organization right here 
in Nicaragua. This means I am not changing countries, but I am changing rela-
tionships and organizational context.  
 
My new placement as a UMC Global Missionary is with Fundación 
AMÓS, Salud y Esperanza (or in English, AMOS Health & Hope). AMOS 
is an acronym for "A Ministry Of Sharing" (Health and Hope). The organiza-
tion's name also makes reference to the Old Testament prophet Amos who 
was a farmer and spoke out against injustices in his day. 
 
AMOS is a Nicaraguan nonprofit health organization whose mission is dedi-
cated to reducing preventable deaths and improving the health and well-being 
of people who suffer from the unjust conditions of poverty.. AMOS’S pro-
grams empower local leaders to build upon their strengths and respond to the 
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needs they identify within their communities. AMOS seeks health for all peo-
ple, a world where no child dies from a preventable disease and effective and 
empowering health care.  AMOS believes that everyone deserves to have 
health and hope.  
 
Many of you understand and support the participatory health model I have 
promoted during my 30 years in Nicaragua.  I hope it is easy for you to appre-
ciate how much I identify with AMOS’s embrace this placement as an exten-
sion of your own mission to serve the world.   
 
As a Liaison for Faith and health Partnerships at AMOS, my volunteer role 
and areas of support are still being defined.  During January and February, I 
have been onboarding at AMOS campus in Managua.  Over March and April I 
will get underway supporting AMOS’s Primary Health Care Program with 
dental health education for local community members and training with local 
health educators, supporting AMOS’s grants and communications efforts, and 
accompany a virtual mission trip.  The AMOS leadership and staff have ex-
tended a warm welcome and a significant amount oft their time to help me 
understand the history, current strategies and vision of AMOS.  They are pa-
tiently and graciously bringing me up to speed on digital tools and navigating 
the hybrid in-person/virtual reality brought on by the pandemic.  I am blessed 
to be among a competent and caring group of people.   
 
God’s faithfulness has been evident every step of the way, to bring closure to 
the years of meaningful ministry at my former placement, to a time of discern-
ment and patience during the wait, and now to the excitement (and a little anx-
iety) of a new placement and everything that requires: big ears for listening, 
cultivating new relationships, and integrating into a community that, like me, 
seeks to intersect faith and health.  Your support has been and will continue to 
be essential for me to do well this next chapter of mission service.  I am hum-
bled and grateful for this opportunity to continue living into the call to serve.  
 
Thank you for your prayers and support as I move forward in this new mis-
sionary placement.  I hope to share more stories and updates as the year un-
folds.  
 
Grace and Peace, 
Belinda 

(Cont. from pg 15) 


